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Hebden Bridge Disability Access Forum

Hebden Royd Town Council and the Picture House, Disability Access Issues.

Hebden Bridge Disability Access Forum, HBDAF, is a group of volunteers with 35 members.

We are always happy to consult with local groups, organisations or businesses about access issues. We are not experts in architecture or the law, but between us we have centuries of lived experience as disabled people.

Early in 2024 we consulted with Hebden Royd Town Council about access issues of their proposals for a second screen at Hebden Bridge Picture House. We were told that this was financially essential to the continued operation of the Picture House in the long term, given the changes in the cinema industry.

Many of our members, and the wider disabled community (20% of the population), find the Picture House an excellent local accessible venue which is available even to those of us who cannot travel far. 

We did not comment on what the Town Council should decide about its future plans for the picture house, but on access aspects and possibilities for any development.

As well as details of the plans, our observations included the following principles.
· There is currently good access for people with impairments of vision, mobility or hearing, and regular adjustments for neurodivergent people and those with dementia. There is step-free access to all screenings and events.
· The simple addition of a second screen on the balcony would create a space for events without step-free access, reducing the accessibility of the building to people with mobility impairments, wheelchair users and those with pushchairs.
· A lift to the balcony could provide step-free access. 
· If a lift went up from the existing foyer (problems with space there), people would have to enter through the existing back door and go through the main auditorium to the foyer. Not practical as it would disturb the audience there.
· If a lift went up the outside of the building it would bypass the accessible toilet in the foyer, so that a second accessible toilet would need to be provided upstairs. Likewise for food and drink facilities.
· We believe that the addition of a second screen would count as a “material alteration to an existing building”. So the works would have to comply with Building Regulations Document M volume 2,  M1. “Reasonable provision must be made for people to— (a) gain access to; and (b) use, the building and its facilities.”  
· Grants or public funding are very unlikely to be available for development which does not include step-free access.
· Under the Equality Act 2010, the Town Council has a Public Sector Equality Duty to disabled people, to eliminate discrimination and to advance equality of opportunity. If it provided new facilities at the Picture House which are less accessible than the current facilities, we believe it would breach this duty and could be open to legal challenge from the public. It could also be challenged for direct discrimination under the Equality Act.
· If there was no lift to the upstairs space, the Picture House could show all films downstairs as well as upstairs. That practice might possibly avoid technical discrimination under the Equality Act. But we believe it would be difficult to provide truly equal access in those circumstances.
We wish the Town Council well with its planning, and we hope that it succeeds in somehow keeping the Picture House running for the long-term future.


Hebden Bridge Disability Access Forum is a working group of Hebden Royd Town Council, but we act independently. Contact us on sechbdisabilityaccess@gmail.com. We warmly welcome new members.
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